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The police charged a Staten Island couple

A toddler was beaten

with second-degree murder yesterday in the “5, and force.fed soap, the

death of their 3-year-old daughter who, the
medical examiner's office said, had been
beaten repeatedly and forced to eat soap.

The toddler, identified as Sylena Herrn-
kind, was taken to St. Vincent’s Staten Is-
land Hospital by the police at 3:30 p.m. on
Monday after the police were called to her
house in the Stapleton neighborhood on a
report of a child not breathing. Investiga-
tors said the child’s father, Matthew Herrn-
kind, 27, told them that he had found Sylena
lying unconscious on a bedroom floor. She
was pronounced dead at the hospital shortly
afterward, the police said.

The girl had bruises all over her body that
indicated she had been beaten, said Ellen
Borakove, a spokeswoman for the medical
examiner’s office. She said it appeared that
Sylena had also been held under water for
some time before she died.

Sylena’s 4-year-old sister, who had burns
and bruises below her waist, was taken to
Staten Island University Hospital, the police
said. A third child, the Herrnkinds’ 14-

medical examiner finds.

month-old boy, was treated for hroken ribs
at Staten Island University Hqspual the
police said.

The police charged Mr. Herrnkind and his
wife, Julie, 24, with second-degree murder,
second-degree assault and three counts of
endangering the welfare of a child. The
police said that their investigation was con-
tinuing and that additional chargés might be
filed.

The couple were arrested in 1998 on child-
abuse charges involving the daughter who is
now 4, who is autistic. The child weifare
agency’s report says that the child had
bruises and that investigators concluded
that she had been abused, law enforcement
and child welfare officials said. It was un-
clear last night what the status of that
earlier case was.

In all, the Administration for Childten 5

Services had investlgateq the family six
times, most recently in August, when the
Family Resource Program, a private agen-
cy that has a contract {with the city and
works with troubled fan'hhes to try to keep
them together, reportgd that Sylena had
bruises under her eyes, officials said. But
the child welfare agency accepted the par-
ents’ explanation that the bruises had come
from her autistic oldér sister, and concluded
that the report was/unfounded.

Jennifer Falk, 4 spokeswoman for the
Administration for/Children’s Services, said
two children from the family had been re-
moved in 1998 and placed in foster care. In
1999, their foster mother reported that they
were dirty when they returned from a visit
with their parents, Ms. Falk said. They were
returned to their parents’ household in
March of last year.

The charges in the Staten Island case
were filed as voters weighed a ballot pro-
posal to make the Administration for Chil-
dren’s Services a permanent unit of city
government, a move that the commissioner
of the ageéncy, Nicholas Scoppetta, has said
is necessary to keep attention and resources
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focused on child welfare services.
Before the mayor separated the
child welfare agency from the Hu-
man Resources Administration, it
had gone through a series of name
changes and had had a troubled his-
tory.

The move to make the agency a
permanent part of city government
comes six years after Elisa Iz-
quierdo, 6, was beaten to death by
her mother in 1995 while she was
nominally under the city’s protec-
tion. In response to public outcry,
Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani vowed to
overhaul the child welfare system
and named Mr. Scoppetta commis-
sioner of a new agency, the Adminis-

death had been

investigated before.

tration for Children’s Services.
Thouygh Mr. Scoppetta has called
his transformation of the child wel-
fare system unfinished, he has said
he will not stay on as commissioner
under a4 new mayor because the time
was ripe for him to write, speak and
teach about what had been accom-
plished so far. Last night, he was
giving a speech at a child and family
policy conference in Washington, and
could not be reached for comment.



